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Seychelles’ environment staff gain new
skills in law enforcement

Souvenir group photo of the training participants. (Photo by UNDP)

A

group of 28 staff from
Seychelles’
environment
sector, who is involved in
safeguarding the country’s national

parks and other protected areas,
have gained new skills in law
enforcement in an intense, sevenday training.

The training was held between 21and 29th
November, at the Seychelles Police Academy.
Training participants included staff from the
Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate
Change and Seychelles National Parks Authority
(SNPA), as well as other relevant environmental
agencies, such as the Island Conservation Society,
North Island Conservation Programme, and
Marine Conservation Society of Seychelles.
The training was organised by SNPA in
partnership through two GOS-UNDP-GEF
projects, more particularly the Outer Islands and
Protected Areas Finance Project. Both projects
have Protected Areas as their focus area. The
GOS-UNDP-GEF OI Project seeks to expand
and strengthen Seychelles’ Protected Area
subsystem of the Outer Islands while the GOSUNDP-GEF Protected Areas Finances aims to
achieve financial sustainability for the country’s
Protected Areas system.
The aim of the training was to build
participants’ capacity in performing their duties,
more particularly in enforcing environment
protection laws and to continue safeguarding the
country’s natural assets.
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Mr Ton explaining the saving potential of energy efficient lightings during the workshop. (Photo by UNDP)

The seven-day training comprised
both theoretical and practical sessions,
whereby the participants worked on a
range of topics, including an overview
of environmental laws, rules, duties and

powers of environment officers, how to
give evidence in court, statement taking
and identification and preservation to
name a few.
The training was launched by the

SNPA Chief Executive Officer, Mr
Flavien Jourbert, who in in addressing
the participants noted that the training
will provide them with a reasonable level
of understanding laws and strengthen
their skills in enforcing environmental
laws.
“As you know the Government
has made serious commitments to
protected areas, especially in the marine
environment. As such, we have to really
think how to manage these protected
areas, especially with the establishment
of new ones,” highlighted Mr Joubert.
He concluded by pointing out the
challenges that lie ahead with the
expansion in protected areas. “There is the
huge task of bringing our enforcement to
the level that is required, and there is an
even bigger task ahead of us, which is to
prepare ourselves for the big assignment
that are coming up as we will be called
upon to participate in managing these
new protected areas,” he said.

IAEA Project on Soil Salinity Management gets a
Boost through Public-Private Partnership

S

Mr. Kai Hoffmeister, Ephelia General Manager, presents Sentek sensor registration documents and manual to Mr. Marc
Naiken, CEO of Seychelles Agriculture Agency. (Photo by IAEA)
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ince 2014, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has been providing support to the
Seychelles with the goal of increasing
crop production through the effective
management of soil salinity in coastal
areas. The project has so far enhanced
the capacity of Seychelles Agricultural
Agency (SAA) to provide real-time
monitoring and early warning for soil
salinity problems to farmers.
The project is particularly notable
because it has brought together a wide
list of partners, including the UNDPGEF/ Small Grants Programme (SGP),
the Adaptation Fund, the International
Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA)
and the University of Aberdeen. The
project has also benefited from a
successful Public-Privatec partnership
with Constance Ephelia Resort and Spa
Seychelles, which has greatly enhanced its
impact. This partnership was formalized
in a 2014 memorandum of understanding
between Constance Ephelia Resort and
Spa Seychelles and the Government of
Seychelles.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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The involvement of Ephelia Resort
is a win-win situation. In 2011 the hotel
experienced significant salinity problems.
Poor quality irrigation led to salt toxicity,
and several species of ornamental plants
in the resort grounds were destroyed.
The hotel sought advice from SAA.
Measurements by SAA staff showed
extremely high salinity levels, indicating
an electrical conductivity (EC) of 9 mS/
cm. The recommended EC should have
been 0.4 to 0.8 mS/cm.
The hotel recognized that it needed
to continue to use the services at the
IAEA-supported laboratory at SAA if it
was to continue monitoring for salinity.
However, the monitoring was done on
a monthly basis, which made it difficult
to monitor events as they happened.
The hotel realized that newer real-time
monitoring sensors installed by the
IAEA and UNDP/GEF-SMGP were
able to provide much more accurate data,
and decided to acquire similar sensors,
not only for their own estate but also
to support the neighboring farming
community.
During the second quarter of 2016,
Ephelia acquired two Sentek sensor
units. One unit has now been installed
at the hotel and another on a local farm.
Both sensors were installed and are
being managed by technicians who were
locally trained with support from the
project. The SAA project team member

T

Minister Wallace Cosgrow (Center), Constance Ephelia staff, SAA representative and representative of the Agency for
National Human Resource Development (first right). The farming community was represented by Mr. Guyto Haureau (7th
from the right), on whose farm a sensor has been installed. (Photo by IAEA)

has also trained two hotel staff in the
use of the salinity sensor – proof that
the project has built capacity in the SAA
team to deliver training, and ensuring the
sustainability of the project beyond the
lifespan of the project.
Data is currently being collected
which will support understanding of
saline incursion as it relates to seasonal
change and tidal movement. This
information will help farmers and the
hotel management on better ways to
manage and mitigate soil salinity.
The partnership between Constance
Ephelia Seychelles and the SAA to address
the issue of salinity, made possible by the

IAEA’s technical cooperation project, is
the first time that this kind of working
collaboration has been achieved in the
Seychelles. The progress of the project
demonstrates clearly how various
partners, including the private sector, can
make a significant contribution towards
achieving key Sustainable Development
Goals and the implementation of the
Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
Regarding the implementation of the
Paris Agreement, Seychelles’ Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDC)
incorporates adaptation measures, which
include activities being undertaken under
this project.

MIA report validation concludes GOS-UNDP-GEF
Mercury Project

he Seychelles Government has wrapped
its UNDP-GEF Mercury Project with the
validation of the Mercury Initial Assessment
(MIA) report. The validation of the MIA report
brought together various national stakeholders,
including the Ministry of Environment, Energy
and Climate Change (MEECC), Ministry of Health,
the Seychelles Fishing Authority, the Biodiversity
Research Institute (BRI), Seychelles Revenue
Commission among others, at a workshop that was
held in September, this year.
The MIA report provides an analysis of mercury
releases into the environment in Seychelles, to
aid in determining and agreeing upon measures
needed to implement the Minamata Convention,
which promotes global measures for the reduction
of mercury emissions. The report also contains a

Mrs Muzungaile as she is delivering the opening address. (Photo by UNDP)
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national action plan, estimated
costs, and means of disseminating
information about Mercury in
Seychelles in a clear and concise
manner.
The MIA report was the final
output of the GOS-UNDP-GEF
Mercury Project, which overall
objective was to support Seychelles
in implementing its commitments
under the Minamata Convention
on mercury and builds capacity
towards monitoring of releases
of mercury into the environment
and implementation of remedial
measures.
Seychelles signed the Minamata
Convention on Mercury on May
27th, 2014, becoming the 98th
signatory to the convention.
Seychelles ratified the convention
on 13th January 2015, one of
the first countries to do so: the
convention has, to date, not yet
come into force as not enough
countries have ratified the
convention thus far for this to
happen.
The
project
had
two
components: firstly, identifying
gaps in the national legal framework
and analysing institutional capacity,
either of which might hamper
implementation of the convention;

secondly, conducting a national
assessment of mercury imports
and releases into the environment
in the form of a National Mercury
Profile, and following this up with
the MIA report.
Speaking at the MIA report
validation workshop, the Director
General0020zsBiodiversity
Conservation and Management
of the MEECC, Mrs Marie-May
Muzungaile, said that Seychelles
was one of many countries to
receive GEF funds for an Enabling
Activity aimed at rolling out the
Minimata convention.
“In rolling out the Convention in
Seychelles we are playing our part in the
global effort to reduce Mercury emissions
into the environment,” she highlighted.
Mrs Muzungaile added that
the GOS-UNDP-GEF Mercury
project has helped the island nation
to determine what are the issues
in Seychelles, and the Government
has the intention to carefully
consider the recommendations of
the MIA.
The project, which had a
budget of $200, 000, was being
implemented by Project Manager,
Ms Annike Faure, alongside a
team of national and international
consultants, including the BRI.

Some mercury containing products .(Photo by UNDP)

New Financial plan to strengthen management of
Seychelles’ Protected Areas

S

Stakeholders participants during the validation workshop.( Photo by UNDP)
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eychelles will soon get its first
ever financial plan for its national
system of Protected Areas (PAs).
Currently, Seychelles does not have a
system-level financing plan and only a
limited number of management and
business plans exist for its PAs.
The Seychelles’ Protected Areas
Financial (PAF) Plan is being developed
through
the
GOS-UNDP-GEF
Protected Areas Finance project, which
is a five-year project with a total budget
US$ 2.776 million that aims to explore
means to achieve sustainable financing
for Seychelles’ Protected Areas systems.
Seychelles has 25 PAs, which is
a combination of both marine and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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terrestrial areas totalling to 55, 769 hectares (ha.) In 2000, the former
President of Seychelles, Mr James Michel made a commitment to
declare 50% of the country’s terrestrial area under biodiversity
conservation. Additionally, in 2013, the government announced
its intention to proclaim 30% of Seychelles Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) with a further 200, 000 km² is to be protected under
the Paris Club Agreement.
The development of this financial plan aims to provide a strategic
direction for efforts to improve the financial sustainability of the
overall PA system of the Seychelles archipelago. Furthermore,
on a higher level, the plan aims to support the achievement and
reporting of international commitments towards the Aichi Targets
“Seychelles is recognized as a biodiversity hotspot with high
levels of endemism, which is at 50-85% for different animal groups
and approximately 45% for plants in general. The Seychelles
Protected Areas act as banks for preserving nature for future
generations. They also offer significant contributors to the economy
of Seychelles, namely the tourism and the fishing industries, the
two largest sectors,” said the Finance and Economics Advisor of
the GOS-UNDP-GEF Project, Mr Andrew Rylance.
“However, the value of PAs to the economy has not been
quantified as yet, and this would be an important step. This fouryear plan represents the first national-level Financial Plan for
the PAs in Seychelles and proposes a strategy for achieving the
financing needs of the existing network but also the potentially
expanded network,” noted Mr Rylance.
He added that the financial plan “Prioritises a number of
financing options to develop a diversified financing portfolio as
well as identifying opportunities for PAs to spend their limited
financing in a more cost-effective manner through collaboration
and cost-sharing between PAs.”
The formulation of this national PA Financial plan, which is
now in its final stage, started-off with a first stakeholder workshop
that was held on 20th October, this year. The purpose of this
one-day workshop was to initiate the drafting process for the plan,
whereby workshop participants were introduced to the process of
developing a PA Financial Plan, presented with the background
analysis that frames development of the plan, and lastly discussed
and agreed on a vision for it.

The Vallée de Mai Nature Reserve, one of Seychelles protected sites.
(Photo by UNDP)

As part of the drafting process, a validation workshop
was organised and took place on Novemeber 30, 2016.
Similarly to the first workshop, the various key stakeholders
were invited to review, improve and validate the draft PA
Financial Plan. More specifically, the workshop provided
participants the opportunity to be presented with the draft
plan and its implementation plan, which concluded with
discussions to fine-tune the plan.

GOS-UNDP-GEF Resource Efficiency hosts back-to-back
energy efficiency events

T

he GOS-UNDP-GEF Resource
Efficiency Project, together with
its implementation partner the
Seychelles Energy Commission (SEC),
recently hosted two events in line with
its commitment towards achieving an
energy efficient Seychelles. The first
event was an Energy Efficiency Lending
training workshop for the banking sector
and other relevant financial institutions in
Seychelles.

The training workshop, which had
been designed in part as an information
and education session on energy
efficiency lending, took place on the 6th
and 7th December, 2016, at the Savoy
Resort.
Commercial banks and the financial
institutions’ role are fundamental in
supporting Seychelles achieve its goal
of becoming energy efficient. Their

active involvement that is mainly to
provide loans to finance energy projects
and programmes, is key to the longterm growth and development of the
energy efficiency and renewable energy
technology market in the country.
The training session was launched
by the Principal Secretary of Energy
and Climate Change, Mr Wills Agricole.
It was attended by representatives

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Baroda,
Seychelles
Commercial
Bank,
Bank of Ceylon and
Nouvobanq.
There
were also participants
from the Government
bank, the Development
Bank of Seychelles.
In particular, the loan
officers formed the
bulk of the banks’
representatives
who
attended the training.
The aim of the
training was to build
the capacity and raise
awareness about energy
efficiency
among
the local financial
institutions and reduce
Minister Didier Dogley during his opening address.(Photo by UNDP)
barriers
within
the
of commercial banks, including the banking system that may hinder energy
Mauritius Commercial Bank (MCB), efficiency lending and identify actions to
Barclays Bank of Seychelles, Bank of mainstream energy efficiency lending in

players within the energy efficiency and
renewable technology sector.
To open the event, there was a
presentation by Ms Elaine Ernesta, the
GOS-UNDP-GEF Resource Efficiency
Project Manager, about her project, after
which the Minister for Environment,
Energy and Climate Change was invited
to deliver the opening address in which
he noted that Seychelles like other small
island states relies heavily on imported
fossil fuel for its primary energy supply.
“Our fuel import bill is around 10% of
our national annual budget. Such heavy
reliance is not sustainable, especially
given the continued rapid growth of
our economy and volatile nature of the
price of fossil fuel on the world market.
Furthermore, the high price of energy
produced from imported fossil fuel
puts small countries like Seychelles at
a competitive disadvantage,” said the
Minister.
“It is for this reason and others that
Seychelles is seeking to develop its energy
efficiency sector as we are doing for
renewable energy,” he stressed, adding
that energy efficiency can have multiple
benefits both at the national and global
level.
The Minister’s opening address was
followed by presentations of energy
efficiency case studies from various guest
speakers such as TropicFood, MCB,
Energy Solutions Seychelles, Mr Ramani
from Samsung and Chalet D’Anse
Forbans.

Souvenir photo of the first cohort of trainees.(Photo by UNDP)

the banking sector.
Training participants also benefitted
from a training manual developed
through the GOS-UNDP-GEF Resource
Efficiency Project. The manual has been
designed to provide the local banks with
user-friendly methods to evaluate risks
and assess opportunities for energy
efficiency investments.
The training took place over two days,
allowing the banks to send a first cohort
of their staff in groups of two.
The training workshop culminated
with a business-to-Business (B2B)
Energy Efficiency Networking event
on the evening of December 7, at the
Savoy Resort. The aim of the B2B event
is to provide a networking platform and
further foster relations between various
UN
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The participants of the B2B energy efficiency networking event.(Photo by UNDP)
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New course sets high standards for
plant identification

wenty
environmentalists
underwent a two-week intensive
plant
identification
course
for forest rehabilitation that was held
between 18th -29th July. The course
focused on teaching participants to
identify plants ranging from common
invasive weeds to rare endemic species,
and trained participants to use resources
such as the Seychelles Plant Gallery (an
online database for the identification of
Seychelles plants).
Charles Morel, one of the experts who
designed the course explained that “The
Seychelles has many endemic and native
plants which have mostly survived on
glacis and mountain tops, but much of the
forest is now dominated by introduced
plants. Many people, even those working
for the environment can only recognize
a few plants. ” He went on to explain
that “this course was designed for forest
workers, rangers and conservation staff.”
The course took participants to
many remote sites, including Montaigne
Poséeand Mare aux Cochon, to look for

Participants of the TVET Regional Forum for Eastern Africa, Mahe, Seychelles, 18th March 2016. (Photo by Ministry of
Education, Seychelles)

a wide range of introduced and native
plants, taught participants about plant
science and how to use reference tools.
At the end, participants were assessed
based on their ‘reference collections’ and
an exam. The pass rate was 90% and five

Participants of the TVET Regional Forum for Eastern Africa, Mahe, Seychelles, 18th March 2016.
(Photo by Ministry of Education, Seychelles).

people got distinctions.
Unels Bristol, a forestry contractor,
commented “I already knew a lot of trees
from the Seychelles but this was a great
chance to really improve my knowledge
with the best botanists in the Seychelles.”
The course was designed and led by the
Plant Conservation Action group (PCA)
and was funded under the Ecosystem
base Adaptation to Climate Change
project managed by GOS-UNDP-GEF
Program Coordination Unit (PCU).
James Millett, Technical Advisor to
the project said “this was designed to
give rehabilitation workers the skills they
need to manage forest but the quality
of training exceeded expectations. We
are pretty confident no courses to this
standard has been run in any small island
nation and it’s a model that can be used
elsewhere.”
For more information, see: http://
www.seychellesplantgallery.com/gallery.
html
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17 Sustainable Development Goals to
Transform our World by 2030
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KNOW YOUR UNITED NATIONS - It’s your Organization

EVERY DAY
the United Nations works to
tackle global challenges

and:
1. Provides food to millions of people in many countries
2. Vaccinates the world’s children, saving millions lives a year
3. Assists millions of refugees and people fleeing war, famine
or persecution
4. Combats climate change; heads a campaign to end leaded
fuel use in many nations
5. Keeps peace with peacekeepers in more than 12 operations
on 4 continents
6. Fights poverty, helping millions of rural poor achieve better
lives
7. Protects and promotes human rights on site and through
some 80 treaties/declarations
8. Mobilizes US$ billions in humanitarian aid to help people
affected by emergencies
9. Advances democracy,www.un.org
assisting many countries a year with
their elections
10. Promotes maternal health, saving the lives of millions of
women a year
For more information please visit: www.un.org
This Newsletter is compiled, edited, designed and published by the UN Information
Centre (UNIC) for Kenya, Uganda and The Seychelles
For more information contact: UNIC,
P. O. Box 67578-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254-20-76221102, E-mail: nairobi.unic@unon.org
United Nations Information Centre Nairobi
@unicnairobi
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