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Converting Seychelles to energy efficient
lighting technologies

S

eychelles is one of many countries now
engaged in phasing out incandescent lights,
and making the switch to energy efficient
LED (light-emitting diodes) lighting.
This switch to energy efficient lights is part
of a wider government initiative to making
Seychelles more energy-efficient, which is
being supported under the GOS-UNDP-GEF
Resource Efficiency Project along with its
implementation partner, the Seychelles Energy
Commission. A four-year project, the RE Project
aims to increase market penetration of energyefficient technologies, products and services in
Seychelles.
A first step in getting this initiative off
the ground has been the development of the
Seychelles Energy Efficient Lighting Strategy to
guide the country in making this transition. The
strategy covers promotional, communication
and outreach plans for switching to EE lighting,
targeted towards different segments of the
population. More particularly, it maps the
way forward for transforming and preparing
the market for a swift transition from energy
inefficient lighting and environmentally
A light bulb (source www.verizon.com). (Photo by UNDP)
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Mr Ton explaining the saving potential of energy efficient lightings during the workshop.(Photo by UNDP)

harmful lighting technologies (Compact
Flourescent Lamps, which contain
mercury) towards LEDs which are
energy efficient and environmentally less
harmful.
The strategy was validated in a
stakeholder workshop held at the Savoy
Conference Room on 27th April, 2016,

bringing together participants from the
Seychelles’ energy and climate change
sector, local importers and suppliers of
lighting products, customs and importers,
among others.
The draft strategy was presented by
the lead consultant Mr My Ton. His
presentation included an explanation on

the savings potential of switching to EE
Lighting, the financial feasibility of the
initiative, and the potential energy and
emissions’ savings.
He also outlined the strategy’s
implementation process, the various
supporting activities, lighting product
testing and approaches as well as a
communications plan supporting the
switch to EE lighting. “Seychelles has to
design a programme that works for the country
and all Seychellois. So remember that you do
have 3,000 tons of carbon at stake here. If you
adopt the EE lighting technology there is money
to be saved, carbon to be saved and everybody gets
a better life,” he said.
SEC Chief Executive Officer, Mr
Tony Imaduwa added “We wish to establish
an energy efficiency framework here in Seychelles,
as we have electrical appliances that come into
the country which are not really efficient. As a
first step we would like to start with our lighting
system. It’s one of the easiest changes to make
amongst the range of electrical appliances we
hope to address ”.

The Seychelles to establish a Diploma in Education ICT
based on the UNESCO ICT Teacher Training Framework

U

Participants were highly motivated during the workshop and one participant remarked that the workshop was a good
opportunity to learn what others are doing and to work collaboratively to reduce gaps in education among ministries,
departments and institutions. (Photo by Jaco du Toit/UNESCO)
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NESCO and the Ministry of
Education of the Seychelles held
a 2-day workshop in Victoria
from 4 to 5 April 2016 to determine
essential competencies for teachers who
are interested in specializing in ICT in
Education in the Seychelles.
The UNESCO ICT Competency
Framework for Teachers (ICT-CFT) has
been used in multiple countries in different
contexts. During the Colloquium on ICT
and teacher training in Eastern Africa
held in Nairobi, Kenya, November 2015,
one of the national priorities identified
by representatives from Seychelles is to
contextualize the UNESCO ICT-CFT
to a specialized Diploma in Education
in ICT to be offered at the Seychelles
Institute for Teacher Education (SITE).
The 2-day workshop came as a response
to this request and aimed at establishing
the required competencies for teachers in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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using ICT in Education in the Seychelles,
to determine the priorities of teachers in
using ICT in Education and establish a
work plan for teachers in Seychelles to
have a relevant specialized teacher training
course that integrates ICT in Education.
One participant remarked that the ICTCFT helped us to be more focused and
precise in writing competencies.
SITE is already offering 2 courses in

ICT, one on Introduction to ICT and
another in ICT as a tool for teaching.
However, in view of the ICT in
Education and Training Policy of 2014
to 2019 and its strong emphasis on
‘providing teachers, trainers and school
managers with professional development
opportunities that empower them
with knowledge and skills allowing the
implementation of methodologies that

embrace ICT mediated independent
learning’ a specialized course in ICT
Integration in Education is needed.
UNESCO is committed to assist
Member States and in particular Africa
and in Small Island Developing States
on the building of knowledge societies,
including through the implementation of
the decisions of the World Summit on
the Information Society.

Active stakeholders’ views in finalising the Country
Programme Strategy for SGP Operational Phase 6

F

ollowing a series of consultation,
research and data gathering, the
consultants and the National
Steering committee (NSC) under the
leadership of the National Coordinator
(NC) brought stakeholders together in
a workshop held in Victoria at the end
of May, to collate views in finalising the
Country Programme Strategy (CPS) for
the new phase 6 implementation.
In her welcoming note the SGP
National Coordinator, Ms. Lyndy
Bastienne presented an overview of
Operational Phase 5(OP5) and shared
some thoughts for Operational Phase 6
(OP6). The NSC Chairperson, Mr. Daraius
Oliaji and GEF Operational Focal Point
(OFP), Mr. Wills Agricole focused their
addresses on the review of OP5 project
focus, their achievements and challenges,
government commitments and NGO
/ CBO participation in implementing
community initiatives giving out global
impacts. “Let us today celebrate the efforts of
a number of voluntary people supporting 33
projects to the value of nearly US$2M and,
while we encourage a shift to other thematic focus
for OP6 besides the current heavy Biodiversity
Conservation portfolio, let us also ensure that
we action on the SDG so that no one is left
behind is this critical era of the programme”
pronounced the OFP. He even went
on to quote the UN Secretary-General
message on Biodiversity Day in reversing
the anticipated expansion of sectors that

Stakeholders consultation meeting. (Photo by UNDP/GEF)

both depend on and affect biodiversity…
The session continued with a show of
the global SGP video, the consultants’
work and findings in developing the
OP6 CPS as they reiterated the need for
increased commitments from grantees
and stakeholders, effective monitoring
and evaluation. In presenting the new
focus for the OP6 they emphasised on
the need to have synergy, transparency,
focus, impacts in project implementation
and finally shared some lights into some
preliminary project ideas following

informal discussions with stakeholders
and desk researches. Before ending the
day, stakeholders worked in focus groups
and came up with some interesting
project concepts that could be the basis
of the Seychelles portfolio under the 7
new strategic initiatives for Operational
Phase 6 (OP6).

UN

Newsletter

Seychelles

4

Seychelles celebrate World Biodiversity Day with a Public
School Presentation Competition:
Learning to protect our natural treasures through the voices
of our youth

One of the finalists from the primary category during their presentation. (Photo by UNDP/GEF)

B

eyond the Mahe plateau lie
several groups of islands known
for their isolation and undeniable
natural splendor. The Seychelles’
Outer Islands comprise the Amirantes,
Farquhar, Alphonse, Southern Coral
and Aldabra groups, the latter containing
Aldabra itself, a famous UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
These far-flung islands make up
more than half of Seychelles’ 115
islands, and they host globally important
terrestrial and marine biodiversity that
deserves to be protected, including nine
internationally recognized Important
Bird Areas and a variety of fish and corals
listed on the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red list.
The critically endangered Dugong is still
found on Aldabra.
Although remote, these islands
are faced with various environmental
threats including Illegal, Unreported,
Unregulated Fishing, unsustainable
fishing techniques such as the use of
Floating Aggregation Devices (FADs),
marine pollution and impacts of climate
change resulting in coral bleaching.

To bring awareness and increase
understanding of the importance of
protecting the unique environment of
these islands, the GOS-UNDP-GEF

Outer Islands Project, in collaboration
with local partners, organised a
competition for schools focusing
on Public Presentation skills using
Powerpoint, and also an Art Poster
Competition. Primary, secondary and
post-secondary schools were all involved.
Partners were Seychelles National
Parks Authority (SNPA), Island
Conservation Society (ICS) and EcoSchools Seychelles (an initiative of the
Ministry of Education with the support
of the Public Education and Community
Outreach Unit of the Ministry of
Environment, Energy and Climate
Change).
This is the first time that such a
competition for schools has placed a
focus on the Outer Islands and their
environment.
More than 60 school teams registered
for the Public Presentation competition.
Over a challenging three days of
preliminary rounds, six teams were
selected as finalists.
224 students participated in the Art

One of secondary category finalists during their presentation. (Photo by UNDP/GEF)
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Poster competition, in which they had
to use their artistic and creative skills to
illustrate ‘Positive and negative influences on the
Biodiversity of the Outer Islands’.
The Grand Finale culminated with the
prize-giving ceremony, where winners
of both competitions were awarded
their prizes. Prizes unfortunately did not
include trips to the Outer Islands this
time, but included trips to Curieuse and
Aride Nature Reserves!
The competition was organized in
commemoration of World Biodiversity
Day (May 22nd), this year celebrated
under the theme ‘Mainstreaming
Biodiversity;
Sustaining
People
and their Livelihoods’. This theme
resounded clearly in Seychelles: our
main economic activities are fisheries
and tourism, and consequently the
livelihoods of our people depend on

A post-secondary finalist during their presentation. (Photo by UNDP/GEF)

our biodiversity. The topics given to
students for the competition elaborated
this theme, including the importance of

Souvenir group photo of winners of the competitions with the organizers. (Photo by UNDP/GEF)

marine and terrestrial Protected Areas
and in protecting our various endangered
species.
“We wanted to bring together not only the
students, parents and teachers, but also members
of public: to have everyone on a common platform
where they could learn more on the unique
biodiversity of these islands and environmental
challenges they face, as well feel inspired to
conserve them,” says Mrs Joanna Prosper,
the Project Manager of the GOS-UNDPGEF Outer Islands Project.
Mrs Prosper explained that one of
the activities under the project is to
carry out broad-based education and
awareness campaigns in the Seychelles to
publicise the activities of the project and
its partners in the Outer Islands, which
otherwise would go un-noticed by the
majority of Seychellois who are unable to
visit these remote sites.

Stakeholders guide the development of technical
standards for solar PV systems

L

ocal suppliers and installers
of Photovoltaic technologies
and other stakeholder met in a
workshop to develop a comprehensive set
of technical standards and specifications
for PV systems in Seychelles.
Held in March, the workshop was
organised jointly by the GOS-UNDPGEF PV Project and the Seychelles
Energy Commission (SEC). The project

aims at developing a market for the
uptake of solar PV in Seychelles.
Participants of the workshop were
presented with the proposed standards
and specifications by Mr Ralph Vel, the
Principal Officer for Engineering and
Technical Affairs of SEC. The proposed
standards have been adopted from
existing international standards that are
suited to the geographical and climatic

context of Seychelles.
The aim of establishing these standards
and specifications is to provide Seychelles
with common criteria and guidelines for
quality control, assuring the entry of
reliable PV products. Seychelles is in the
midst of establishing a market for PV
technologies, and ensuring long-term
reliability of PV system is fundamental in
sustaining this market.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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“Can you imagine what could possibly happen if there are no standards?
Products might not work as expected, products may not be of the same
quality, products may not be compatible with other equipment and in
extreme cases, products might pose a danger,” she pointed out.
She added that having these standards will help to raise
consumer trust in the products, as well as in safety aspects.
“You can increase sales of products by being reliable, provide
ways to improve new technologies by managing environmental
and social risks, support government policies and regulations
whereby the interests of users and businesses are protected, open
up market access, provide economies of scale and encourage
innovation, increase the awareness of technical developments,
and most importantly provide greater variety of accessible
products to consumers,” she said.

A draft copy of the PV technical standards and specifications produced for Seychelles.
(Photo by UNDP/GEF)

The inputs gathered at the workshop will be used to finalise
the technical standards for PV modules in Seychelles.
In her opening remarks, the Principal Officer of the
Renewable Energy and Energy Management Unit (REEM)
of SEC, Cynthia Alexander, highlighted the importance of
putting in place these standards and specifications.

Roof-top installation of a solar PV system. (Photo by UNDP/GEF)

Prioritizing the Sustainable Development Goals
for Seychelles- An Inclusive Debate

T

UNDP Programme Manager Mr. Roland Alcindor addressing the stakeholders. (Photo by UNDP)

he United Nations Development
Programme
(UNDP)
in
collaboration with the National
Bureau of Statistics held a two-days’
workshop to prioritize the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) for
Seychelles in late May 2016 aimed at
creating a national forum for dialogue,
involving stakeholders across various
levels and sectors to collectively and
effectively determine which of the
Sustainable Development goals are most
relevant to Seychelles and to harmonize
these goals with National objectives.
Facilitated through the AfricaCONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Ambassador Barry Faure giving his opening remarks at the Sustainable Development Goals Workshop.
(Photo by UNDP)

Kazakstan Partnership for SDGs signed
between the UNDP Administrator
and the Minister for Foreign Affairs
in Kazakhstan, this targeted catalytic
support enabled the UNDP office
engage various agencies to play a crucial
in the preparation and customization of
the SDG rollout at the national level.
Mr. Roland Alcindor the UNDP

Programme Manager, emphasized that
a New Development Agenda that looks
at poverty reduction must go hand-inhand with a plan that builds economic
growth and addresses a range of social
needs including education, health,
social protection, and job opportunities,
while addressing climate change and
environmental protection.

The workshop opened by Ambassador
Barry Faure, Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, reminded participants
that Seychelles is committed to
ensuring people remain at the center of
development by unlocking new sources
of sustainable growth such as the Blue
Economy. Ambassador Faure counseled
that the SDGs are prioritized in a way
that best addresses Seychelles’ distinctive
needs.
An online survey conducted by UNDP
prior to the workshop, had over 300
respondents with 51% of the respondents
being female and 49% male. The survey
results strongly favored Education (SDG
4) and Health (SDG3) as the number 1
priority followed closely by Food Security
(SDG2), Climate Action (SDG 13) and
Strong Institutions (SDG 16) emerging
as the Top 5 priorities for Seychelles.
However stakeholders emphasized that
all SDGs were cross cutting and would
need the support of the private sector
and civil society.

Setting a regional agenda through the ´Mahe
Process to strengthen TVET in Eastern Africa´

M

ember states and partners
adopted the Mahe Process
to strengthen TVET in
Eastern Africa highlighting priorities
and recommendations for a regional
agenda.
UNESCO gathered 13 countries
and partners from the Eastern Africa
region from 16th to 18th March 2016 in
Mahe, Seychelles. Over 50 delegates and
partners exchanged views on experience,
expertise and good practices during a
regional forum on Technical Vocational
Education and Training organized by the
UNESCO Regional Office for Eastern
Africa, in partnership with the UNESCO
International Centre for Technical and
Vocational and Training (UNEVOC),
the Seychelles National Commission for
UNESCO and the Ministry of Education
of Seychelles.
This forum, focusing on TVET
and on youth skills for work and

Participants of the TVET Regional Forum for Eastern Africa, Mahe, Seychelles. (Photo by Ministry of Education, Seychelles).
(Photo by UNESCO)

entrepreneurship, was the first regional
consultation in Eastern Africa in support
to the new 2030 Education Agenda.
Debates focused on three priority areas:

enhancing institutional capacities to
promote employment intensive growth;
enhancing youth skills and competencies
for employability, entrepreneurship and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Participants of the Forum identified six recommendation for regional cooperation and discussed a draft action plan. (Photo
by Ministry of Education, Seychelles)

business creation; and promoting job
creation and enterprise development
through public-private and privateprivate partnerships.
Initiating the Mahe Process to
strengthen TVET in Eastern Africa,
participants of the forum identified
six recommendations for regional
cooperation and discussed a draft action
plan to be further elaborated. The six
recommendations include: developing
quality
assurance
mechanisms;
enhancing the quality of TVET teacher
training; strengthening the teaching of

entrepreneurship, basic and generic
skills in TVET; facilitating transition
to self-employment; developing and
strengthening partnerships with the
private sector; and developing and
strengthening funding mechanisms for
youth enterprise start-ups.
This forum was also an opportunity
to present the new UNESCO TVET
Strategy (2016-2021) to be validated
next month by member states at the
UNESCO Executive Board. Tools to
support member states to monitor the
2030 Education Agenda and the related

TVET targets under the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG 4), were also
shared by the UNESCO Institute for
Statistics (UIS).
The closing ceremony was chaired by
the Honourable Mrs. Macsuzy Mondon,
Minister of Education of Seychelles. Mr
Salah Khaled, representing the Director
of the UNESCO Regional Office for
Eastern Africa, underlined remaining
challenges for further cooperation within
the region such as the data gathering and
monitoring of TVET, gender disparities
and migration, as well as existing
opportunities through innovations such
as the green economy. Furthermore he
challenged the participants to commit on
the recommendations according to their
respective roles and positions.
¨All of us have common understanding
that our youth are the future to sustain
our generation and countries for the
years to come, and therefore skills and
entrepreneurial talents of youth and
women are critical for our development¨
added Mr. Teshome Lemma, Ethiopian
State Minister of TVET. Closing the three
day forum, Mrs. Merida Delcy, Secretary
General for Early Childhood, Primary and
Secondary Education of the Seychelles
Ministry of Education, emphasized the
importance of integrating education in
training systems and strengthening public
and private partnerships.

IAEA Builds Capacity for Melon Flies Control in Seychelles

T

he melon fruit fly is among the pests most
responsible for causing serious damages
to the overall production and productivity
of cucurbit crops—including melons, cucumbers,
eggplant, and pumpkins—in Seychelles. By
2010, the prevalence of melon fly species was
contributing to production losses of up to 60% of
cucurbit crops – costing an estimated €4.1 million
in terms of replacement costs associated with
new imports. The complexity of melon fly species
has made attempts to control their population
difficult.
To support efforts made by the Seychellois
government to suppress the melon fruit fly
population, the IAEA launched a national technical
cooperation (TC) project, which was implemented
between January 2012 and March 2016.

Mr Jan Paul Geffroy (a farmer) inspect cucumber for signs of infestation. (Photo by IAEA)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Through this project, the IAEA
supported the Seychellois counterparts
in developing an effective melon fly
suppression program, by integrating the
Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) with the
existing area-wide management program.
The project also facilitated the launch
of technical feasibility studies which
investigated the ongoing suppression
program and its potential outcomes.
For the purpose of surveillance and
monitoring, extensive trapping activities
were organized, allowing experts to
collect growth and distribution trends of
pest species in a single database, while

simultaneously enabling the detection of
new exotic fruit-fly species.
In order for any pest suppression
project to remain sustainable, it must
implement contingencies which facilitate
the detection, identification and risk
analysis of new, invasive species.
Through the national TC project, new
fruit fly species have been intercepted
and identified, and so far no outbreak of
exotic fruit fly species has been observed
by the detection system installed in
Seychelles. This success is compounded
and made more impressive by the fact
that Seychelles is the only country in

the region which has thus far avoided
the introduction of the most dangerous
species of fruit fly, Batrocera dorsalis.
To consolidate the success achieved
so far, the IAEA launched a followup project in January 2016. This fouryear project has the specific objective
to increase awareness and technical
capabilities for the suppression of
melon fly populations and to prevent
the outbreak of invasive exotic fruit fly
pests. This in turn will help to restore the
optimal production of cucurbit crops
and improve national food security.

Seychelles’ tourism operators engage with
biodiversity investment

S

takeholders in the local tourism
trade came together on 11th May
in a workshop where they were
encouraged to invest more towards
biodiversity conservation in Seychelles.
The workshop was organised as part of
the UNDP-led Biodiversity Finance Initiative
(BIOFIN) project that was launched in
Seychelles in 2014. The BIOFIN Project
is aimed at providing countries with an
innovative methodology for increased
investment in biodiversity financing.
The workshop was hosted by the
Ministry of Finance, Trade and the
Blue Economy and the Ministry of
Environment, Energy and Climate
Change in collaboration with the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP).
The overarching objective of

Participants in one of the presentation on sustainable tourism. (Photo by UNDP)

Seychelles’ tourism industry is highly dependent of the
country’s natural environment

this workshop was to provide a platform where
the Seychelles’ tourism operators and ENGOs
(Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations)
could share their conservation stories and explore the
potential for investing in biodiversity conservation as
part of their business strategies.
The opening ceremony of the workshop was
attended by Ambassador Barry Faure, the British
High Commissioner Caron Rohsler, First Secretary in
the French Embassy Patrick Buzaud, and Honorary
Consul of Norwary Chrystold Chetty. There were
around 45 participants from the tourism sector and
NGOs.
In his opening address, the PS for Environment,
Mr Alain Decomarmond explained that BIOFIN is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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a unique global project and the first of
its kind to create a synergy between the
environment and financial sectors, as well
as to propose a systematic approach and
framework for biodiversity financing.
Mr Decomarmond also pointed out
that while the role of his ministry is to
implement the project and to ensure

biodiversity conservation, Government
cannot do this alone and the tourism
sector has a responsibility to contribute
towards conservation - especially as the
industry greatly depends on the country’s
natural environment.
“We are inter-dependent and we must see
how we can move together towards the goal of

sustainable tourism,” he reiterated.
The BIOFIN Project will be holding
a second workshop later this year to
continue the process of establishing a
long-term partnership in sustainable
tourism.

Forestry Management Training in the Seychelles

Participants during the chainsaw and forest management training. (Photo by UNDP/EBA)

T

wo weeks of forestry skills
training has been given to forest
technicians as a part of a capacity
building programme for ecosystem
adaptation to climate change. The training
was organized by the GOS-UNDPAdaptation Fund project Ecosystem-based
adaptation to climate change in the Seychelles
(EBA project).
This project aims to rehabilitate 650
ha of forest dominated by invasive
alien species, principally by increasing
the proportion of native trees. Forest
rehabilitation will require the careful
management of non-native species to
reduce competition and allow native trees
to recover.
James Millett, Technical Advisor to the
project explained, “Some forests are showing
a recovery of native species, especially endemic
palms. We need to create conditions for these to
reach maturity and produce seeds. However, if
we disturb the forest too much we risk creating
conditions where more invasive plants proliferate
- so management needs to be quite precise”.
UN
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The trainingwas judged essential
not only for high quality forestry
management, but for the safety of
forestry workers. Working with chainsaws
is difficult and dangerous and participants

were thus trained in safe operation and
the use of protective equipment. The
course focussed on chainsaw care and
servicing, felling of small and medium
trees, processing felled trees, the use of
winches and pulley and an introduction to
aerial work – tree climbing for purposes
of pruning trees.
The course was delivered by Chalky
White and Sally Wibrew, LANTRA
accredited trainers from the UK. Chalky
explained, “The idea of the course is to
give a foundation in modern forestry
management and safety practices”. With
28 years of experience as a forester and
trainer, he added, “This work carries
many risks, from direct injury by saws and
falling timber to long term ear damage
from engine noise”.
Seychellois conservationist and trainee,
Unels Bristol said “This is really valuable
training and the first time this has been
available. We need to control some of
these invasive trees and vines that are
spreading in the water catchments before

Mr Chalky White demonstrating how to safely use chainsaw. (Photo by UNDP/EBA)
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it’s too late”.
The methods being showcased
have much wider applications beyond
ecosystem based adaptation, for example
in the development of a sustainable
forestry and landscaping for the hotel

sector. Much of the equipment being
demonstrated by the project was being
used for the first time in the Seychelles.
The team of trainees are now focusing
efforts at thinning out invasive Coco
plum and Cinnamon on the slopes of the

Baie Lazare catchment, and providing
native palms such as Latannyen fey and
the endemic ebony Bwa sagay a fighting
chance against the invaders.

****

at your fingertips
Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages
Child health

• 17,000 fewer children die each day than in 1990, but more than six million
children still die before their fifth birthday each year.
• Since 2000, measles vaccines have averted nearly 15.6 million deaths.
• Despite global progress, an increasing proportion of child deaths are in
sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia. Four out of every five deaths of
children under age five occur in these regions.

Maternal health

• Globally, maternal mortality has fallen by almost 50% since 1990.
• In Eastern Asia, Northern Africa and Southern Asia, maternal mortality has declined by around two-thirds. But, the
maternal mortality ratio – the proportion of mothers that do not survive childbirth compared to those who do – in
developing regions is still 14 times higher than in the developed regions.
• Only half of women in developing regions receive the recommended amount of health care.

HIV/AIDS

• By 2014, there were 13.6 million people accessing antiretroviral therapy, an increase from just 800,000 in 2003.
• New HIV infections in 2013 were estimated at 2.1 million, which was 38% lower than in 2001.
• At the end of 2013, there were an estimated 35 million people living with
HIV.
• At the end of 2013, 240,000 children were newly infected with HIV.

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all
• Enrolment in primary education in developing countries has reached 91%,
but 57 million children remain out of school.			
.
• More than half of children who have not enrolled in school live in subSaharan Africa.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
UN Newsletter
Seychelles

12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

• An estimated 50% of out-of-school children of primary school age live in conflict-affected areas. Children in the poorest
households are 4 times as likely to be out of school as children in the richest households.
• The world has achieved equality in primary education between girls and boys, but few countries have achieved that target
at all levels of education.
• Among youth aged 15 to 24, the literacy rate has improved globally from 83 per cent to 91 per cent between 1990 and
2015.

****
Upcoming Events:
JULY
4 July		

International Day of Cooperatives 		
(first Saturday of July)

29 August
		

International Day against Nuclear 		
Tests

11 July

World Population Day

18 July		

Nelson Mandela International Day

SEPTEMBER

30 July

World Day against Trafficking in

8 September

International Literacy Day

Persons

15 September

International Day of Democracy

16 September

International Day for the Preservation

AUGUST
9 August		

of the Ozone Layer
International Day of the World’s 		

21 September

International Day of Peace

Indigenous People

26 September

World Maritime Day

12 August

International Youth Day

26 September

International Day for the Total Elimination

19 August

World Humanitarian Day

		

23 August

International Day for the 			

		

Remembrance of the Slave Trade and

		

Its Abolition

****
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KNOW YOUR UNITED NATIONS - It’s your Organization

EVERY DAY
the United Nations works to
tackle global challenges

and:
1. Provides food to millions of people in many countries
2. Vaccinates the world’s children, saving millions lives a year
3. Assists millions of refugees and people fleeing war, famine
or persecution
4. Combats climate change; heads a campaign to end leaded
fuel use in many nations
5. Keeps peace with peacekeepers in more than 12 operations
on 4 continents
6. Fights poverty, helping millions of rural poor achieve better
lives
7. Protects and promotes human rights on site and through
some 80 treaties/declarations
8. Mobilizes US$ billions in humanitarian aid to help people
affected by emergencies
9. Advances democracy,www.un.org
assisting many countries a year with
their elections
10. Promotes maternal health, saving the lives of millions of
women a year
For more information please visit: www.un.org
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For more information contact: UNIC,
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