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New solar PV website launched!

Screenshot of the Seychelles PV website

A

new
website
providing
information
on
solar
photovoltaic (PV) installation
has been launched. The website has
been developed under the GOS-UNDPGEF PV project as part of the wider
objective of promoting the adoption of

this technology in Seychelles. This new,
easy-to-use website serves an informative
online-resource on solar PV for the
Seychellois public.
The website is designed as a one-stop
shop for the public to obtain information
about solar energy and photovoltaic

technologies, and includes a section on the
PV rebate scheme that provides steps-bysteps guidance on the rebate application
procedure. The site also provides a list
of all local certified PV installers, the
rebate application form for downloading,
and the online version of the recently
published Solar PV Guidebook.
The website is part of the project
education and awareness programme
that was developed to raise awareness
among the general public, including
key decision makers, on PV technology
and its potential benefits. Besides the
website the project has published a
number of articles in newspapers and
magazines, produced and screened a
TV documentary, conducted several
radio and television interviews, printed
information materials, and participated
in various national exhibitions.
The project’s PV website can be
viewed at www.pvproject.sc
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Seychelles and WHO sign new Biennial workplan

Dr. Karamagi (sitting in for the WHO Regional Director) and Minister Larue (MoH) during the ceremony. (Photo by National
Information Services Agency (NISA)

T

he Minister of Health signed
the biennial plan of work for
the period 2016–2017 at a media
event held on Friday 16th January 2017.
The plan formally approved by Ministry
of Health officials, following the
endorsement of the plan by the World
Health Organization (WHO) Regional
Director for Africa, Dr. Matshidiso
Moeti.
The Minister of Health representing
the Government of Seychelles officially
presented the plan to the acting WHO
Liaison Officer for Seychelles Dr.
Humphrey Karamagi. The MOH/
WHO workplan is a biennial plan

which is elaborated based on health
priorities identified by the Government
of Seychelles. The strategy provides a
clear framework for WHO’s technical
cooperation with Seychelles for the next
two years and covers a wide range of
health issues including Communicable
and Non-communicable diseases, health
promotion, health systems strengthening,
disease preparedness, surveillance and
response amongst others. The total
approved budget for the next two years
is US$1,030,000. It is expected that the
plan will contribute to the country’s
further achievements of the sustainable
development goals.

Addressing the officials at this
ceremony, the Health Minister Mrs Larue
thanked WHO for the continued support
and said that although the money won’t
be enough to implement everything,
“there is a wide array of solid strategies and
masterful innovations that the ministry will be
able to implement to strengthen the structures and
processes of the Health system to promote health
nationwide, to arrest current disease burden and
to ward off emerging and re-emerging diseases”.
She highlighted the effective role WHO
cooperation has played in supporting the
country attain its health goals, and looks
forward to further strengthening this
cooperation in the coming biennium.
On his part, the acting WHO Dr.
Karamagi acknowledged the close
cooperation between WHO and
Seychelles, and reiterated WHO’s role as
the directing and coordinating authority
on health in the United Nations system.
He told the participants the changing
focus of WHO in line with the WHO/
AFRO transformative agenda, looking
forward to the implementation of the
PB2016-17 in this context.
This renewed support from WHO
for the next two years comes after
the previous biennium plan ended in
December 2015, and will be implemented
in the global context of the SDGs, and
the country context of the Health for all,
health in all and health by all focus.

GOS-UNDP-GEF Outer Islands Project helps build
capacity in Geographic Information Systems

A

group of 10 conservationists
in Seychelles has successfully
completed a five-day training
in Geographic Information Systems
(GIS), undertaken by the GOS-UNDPGEF Outer Islands. GIS is a tool to
capture, store, analyze and manage spatial
geographical data.
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The 10 participants were mainly
staff of the Islands Conservation
Society (ICS), Seychelles National Parks
Authority (SNPA) and Seychelles Island
Foundation (SIF), with responsibilities
for environmental management. They
were joined by two local independent
conservationists.

The Outer Island project is aimed
at promoting the conservation and
sustainable use of terrestrial and marine
biodiversity in the Seychelles’ Outer
Islands by expanding the protected
areas system and strengthening their
management, supported by broad-scale
ecosystem planning and sustainable
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land management activities to conserve
ecosystem functions. The knowledge
and skill to manipulate GIS software is
necessary for managers and technical
staff to effectively handle spatial data
and use it in decision-making in regard to
protected area management.
The training provided the participants
with the skills and knowledge to collect
data using GPS, or from other sources,
and to transform these data into GIS
useable formats. Participants learnt how
to perform analysis on the data gathered,
how to query the datasets for finer results,
and how to map out the outputs in a
manner that best represents and depicts
the sought after results.

Souvenir group photo of the training participants after receiving their certificates. (Photo by UNDP)

The training was facilitated by local
consultants Justin Prosper and Jonathan
Pinchart, both experts in using GIS
applications.
The training will be made available
in digital format through a series of
video-based training modules based on
video recordings of the in-class sessions,
field visits, and review of associated
documents and support materials. This
aims to facilitate future training by
reducing the high costs for field staff of
the outer island sites, and other remote
sites, to travel to central locations to
attend training. The digital training
modules will also be made available
to relevant partners in Seychelles and
throughout the region.

Training participants during the in-class session.(Photo by UNDP)

L

Traders and importers encouraged to
help make Seychelles energy efficient

ocally-based
traders
and
importers of electrical goods
met at a workshop to learn more
about energy-efficient appliances, aimed
at motivating traders to offer these items
in Seychelles.
The workshop, held on 23 November
2015, was hosted by the GOS-UNDPGEF Resource Efficiency Project (RE
Project) and the projects key partner,
the Seychelles Energy Commission
(SEC). The project aims to increase
market penetration of energy-efficient
technologies, products and services in
Seychelles.

Traders at a workshop (Photo by UNDP/GEF)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Ms. Ernesta addressing participants at a workshop (Photo by UNDP/GEF)

The workshop also supports the
Seychelles Government’s initiative to
develop a policy to regulate the imports
of electrical appliances in Seychelles,
avoiding the dumping of inefficient
appliances not meeting standards
imposed by other countries.
Participants learnt how they can
develop a key role in making Seychelles
more energy efficient, and what they

should consider when they import and
sell electronic items.
A recent market survey on electrical
appliances carried out under the RE
project was also presented. Only a few
such studies have been carried out in
Seychelles, and this latest one is by far
the most comprehensive, contributing
much-needed data on the availability of
appliances and their performance. The

study also provided insights into the
capacity of the salespersons to promote
and convince consumers of the benefits
of energy efficient products.
The study demonstrated that currently
very few shops are promoting energy
efficient items, and awareness of the
advantages of purchasing energy efficient
items is low.
These findings will be used to guide
the project and the SEC in developing
either a labelling system or minimum
energy performance standards in order
to regulate the market.
Speaking to the press, the RE Project
Manager, Elaine Ernesta explained that
the workshop is aimed at educating the
traders and importers about energyefficient appliances so that they in turn
can help their customers make a more
informed decision when purchasing
electrical items.
“It was an opportunity for them to
learn about the soon-to-be-introduced
labelling scheme and minimum energy
performance standards,” she added.
The workshop also provided an
opportunity for traders to learn more
about the financial loans scheme aiming
to facilitate the adoption of resource
efficient technologies - the Seychelles
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
Programme (SEEREP).

Developing and Strengthening Partnerships in
Soil Salinity Management in the Seychelles

G

ood partnerships with both
local
and
international
institutions are essential for the
successful implementation of the salinity
management programme currently being
carried out in Seychelles.
The UNDP/Global Environmental
Facility–Small
Grants
Programme
(UNDP/GEF-SGP), in collaboration
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), the International
Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA)
and the University of Aberdeen, has
been supporting the Government of
Seychelles (GoS) through the Seychelles
Agricultural Agency (SAA), in building
capacity for sustainable soil salinity
UN
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From left to right (I) Ms Ephna Chiang-Thiou (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Nelson Charles (P.O Research and development),
Michael Kiza (PMO, IAEA), Dr. Shoaib Ismail (ICBA), Jean Paul Geffroy (Commercial farmer), Lyndy Bastienne (SGP NC),
Betty Seraphine (EBA PM), Johan Mendez (EBA), Nathalie Meme, Barry Nourice and Fatima Sinon (Soil and Plant Diagnostic
Laboratory) during a guided visit at the new soil and Plant Diagnostic laboratory funded by IAEA
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management.
During the Joint Project Review
Meeting held in Seychelles from 28
to 29 January 2016, a new working
collaboration was formally initiated, with
the Adaptation Fund–Ecosystem Based
Adaptation Project (AF-EBA) being
implemented by the GoS–UNDP/GEF
Project Coordination Unit (PCU). To It
was agreed by both parties that a series of
activities would be implemented jointly
to avoid duplication and to maximise
resources. Some of these activities
include:
a) Procurement
of
additional
electrical conductivity meters for
farmers in the Anse Royal Area;
b) Training of extension officers and
farmers on soil and water salinity
management;
c) Provision of logistical support for
fieldwork to support the mapping
of sensitive area on Mahe (Anse
Royal Area);
d) Assessment of coastal water
quality for irrigation purposes;
and
e) Assessment of seawater intrusion.
This collaborative work is vital, and is

Local farmer gives an overview of his collaborative genetic bank project.(Photo by UNDP/GEF)

an excellent example of UN and national
government efforts in the Seychelles to
Deliver as One. This new approach, to
which Seychelles became party in 2015,
encourages UN system organizations
to coordinate their activities and avoid
duplication when aiming for similar
objectives. It is recommended that this
kind of collaboration be replicated in
other countries and globally.
There are many areas where GoS,
UNDP/GEF-SGP, IAEA, AF-EBA

and ICBA can work together to support
climate change adaptation and mitigation
measures in developing countries. This
includes sustainable soil management,
the development of crop varieties
tolerant to changing climate, marine
and terrestrial environment protection..
The meeting participants recommended
that possibilities for collaboration in
these areas should be explored by the
senior management of all the partner
organizations.

Building a Culture of Prevention: IAEA
Increases Radiation Safety Awareness
through a National Seminar

T

Participants conduct an inspection at PSM Private Dental Clinic. ( Photo by IAEA)

he IAEA held a national seminar
for nuclear regulators on safety
and the regulatory control of
radiation sources as part of Seychelles’
annual Safety Week, held in 2015 from
16–20 November. The IAEA seminar,
in line with the ILO-selected theme for
Safety Week, ‘Join in Building a Culture
of Prevention on Occupational Safety
and Health (OSH)’, emphasized the
importance of a collaborative environment
among all stakeholders for enhancing
safe handling of radiation sources and
occupational exposure control.
Opening Safety Week 2015, the Hon.
Ms Idith Alexander, Minister for Labour
and Human Resource Development,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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stressed that workers should continuously
be informed on occupational hazards
associated with their work place in order
to cater for their own safety and that of
others.
As provided for in the Radiation Safety
and Security Act (2014), “workplace
establishments are compelled to follow
strict administrative procedures relating
to the importation, exportation and
transportation of radioactive sources,”
said the Minister. She further emphasized
that the protection of workers and the
public from radiation exposure should
remain a top priority for all users of
ionizing radiation.
“Considering the inherent risk posed
by radiation, a guideline has also been
formulated to sensitize users and licensees
on their role and responsibilities in
regards to the use of radioactive sources.

It also sets out comprehensive procedures
for authorization prior to engaging in
practice involving radiation”, the Minister
explained.
Following the launch of Safety Week
2015, the IAEA expert, Ms Golebaone
Esther Mokopasetso of Botswana,
presented an overview of radiation safety
and security at a workshop on radiation
safety and regulatory control of radiation
sources. The workshop was designed
to sensitize and raise awareness among
the 80 high-level government officials,
chief executive officers, and relevant
stakeholders in attendance. “There was
high level of participation and interaction
during the presentations, where relevant
questions were asked showing interest on
the subject” said Ms Mokopasetso.
Following the workshop, staff of the
regulatory body – including newly recruited

technical staff of the Ministry of Labour
and Human Resources Development
(MLHRD) – gained practical experience
with regulatory inspections, and discussed
initiating regulatory functions in Seychelles.
The inspection process was broken down
by scenario: enforcement inspections;
emergency response investigations and
follow-up; and regular inspections. The
group applied their new knowledge of
inspections to two real world situations,
visiting the x-ray rooms of a diagnostic
centre and a dental clinic. Participants were
guided by the expert in the compilation
and dissemination of the inspection
report. The seminar also provided an
opportunity to share knowledge and
experience between Seychelles and
Botswana on radiation safety.

PictureSpeak - Mercury Project

Some of the Information materials developed under the project.
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Participants in attendance of the Mercury Project workshop

****
at your fingertips
Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere
●

●
●
●

Globally, the number of people living in extreme poverty has declined by more
than half from 1.9 billion in 1990. However, 836 million people still live in
extreme poverty. About one in five persons in developing regions lives on less
than $1.25 per day.
Southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa are home to the overwhelming majority
of people living in extreme poverty.
High poverty rates are often found in small, fragile and conflict-affected
countries.
One in four children under age five in the world has inadequate height for his
or her age.

Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
●

●

Globally, the proportion of undernourished people in the developing regions
has fallen by almost half since 1990, from 23.3% in 1990-1992 to 12.9% in
2014-2016. However, one in nine people in the world today (795 million) are
still undernourished.
The vast majority of the world’s hungry people live in developing countries,
where 12.9% of the population is undernourished.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Asia is the continent with the hungriest people – two-thirds of the total. The percentage in southern Asia has fallen in
recent years, but in western Asia it has increased slightly.
Sub-Saharan Africa is the region with the highest prevalence (percentage of population) of hunger. About one person in
four there is undernourished.
Poor nutrition causes nearly half (45%) of deaths in children under five – 3.1 million children each year.
One in four of the world’s children suffer stunted growth. In developing countries the proportion rises to one in three.
66 million primary school-age children in developing countries attend classes hungry, with 23 million in Africa alone.
Agriculture is the single largest employer in the world, providing livelihoods for 40% of today’s global population. It is the
largest source of income and jobs for poor rural households.
500 million small farms worldwide, most still rain fed, provide up to 80% of food consumed in a large part of the
developing world. Investing in smallholder farmers is an important way to increase food security and nutrition for the
poorest, as well as food production for local and global markets.

****
Upcoming Events:
29 May International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers

APRIL
4 April

International Day for Mine Awareness and 		

31 May World Non-Tobacco Day

Assistance in Mine Action
7 April

World Health Day

JUNE

7 April

International Day of Reflection on the 1994 		

4 June International Day of Innocent Children Victims of
Aggression

Genocide in Rwanda
22 April International Mother Earth Day

5 June World Environment Day

23 April World Book and Copyright Day

8 June World Oceans Day

25 April Africa Malaria Day

12 June World Day Against Child Labour

26 April World Intellectual Property Day

16 June Day of the African Child
17 June World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought
20 June World Refugee Day

MAY
3 May

World Press Freedom Day

21 June International Day of Yoga

5 May

International Day of the Midwife

23 June Public Service Day

15 May International Day of Families

26 June International Day in Support of Victims of Torture

17 May World Telecommunication Day

26 June International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking

21 May World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue 		
and development

5 Dec

International Volunteer Day for Economic and 		
Social Development

22 May International Day for Biological Diversity
23 May International Day to End Obstetric Fistula

7 Dec

International Civil Aviation Day

Beginning 25 May Week of Solidarity with Peoples of 		

9 Dec

International Anti-Corruption Day

Non-Self-Governing Territories
25 May Africa Day
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10 Dec Human Rights Day
18 Dec International Migrants Day

“Visit the Innovative and Sustainable Green Building”
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KNOW YOUR UNITED NATIONS - It’s your Organization

EVERY DAY
the United Nations works to
tackle global challenges

and:
1. Provides food to millions of people in many countries
2. Vaccinates the world’s children, saving millions lives a year
3. Assists millions of refugees and people fleeing war, famine
or persecution
4. Combats climate change; heads a campaign to end leaded
fuel use in many nations
5. Keeps peace with peacekeepers in more than 12 operations
on 4 continents
6. Fights poverty, helping millions of rural poor achieve better
lives
7. Protects and promotes human rights on site and through
some 80 treaties/declarations
8. Mobilizes US$ billions in humanitarian aid to help people
affected by emergencies
9. Advances democracy,www.un.org
assisting many countries a year with
their elections
10. Promotes maternal health, saving the lives of millions of
women a year
For more information please visit: www.un.org
This Newsletter is compiled, edited, designed and published by the UN Information
Centre (UNIC) for Kenya, Uganda and The Seychelles
For more information contact: UNIC,
P. O. Box 67578-00100 Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: +254-20-76221102, E-mail: nairobi.unic@unon.org
United Nations Information Centre Nairobi
@unicnairobi
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