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The Fifth Special Meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Committee with international, regional and subregional organizations on “Prevention of Terrorist Movement and Effective Border Security”

Nairobi, 29 to 31 October 2007

Joint Statement


The Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee and representatives of the international, regional and subregional organizations and bodies convened at the fifth special meeting of the Committee in Nairobi, Kenya from 29 to 31 October 2007, where they:


Reaffirmed the imperative to combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations;


Noted with great concern the acts of terrorism that continue to be perpetrated by various groups in many parts of the world;


Recognized in mind all relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions on counter-terrorism and the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy;


Underlined the importance of Member States of the United Nations becoming a party to and implementing the framework of existing international and relevant regional counter-terrorism instruments to increase each party’s capacity to combat terrorism, to intensify international cooperation and coordination, and to strengthen global efforts to combat terrorism, including adoption of a Comprehensive Convention on Terrorism to complement the existing framework;

Concerned about the mobility of terrorists and their material across international frontiers;


Emphasized the obligations of all Member States of the United Nations to implement fully Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001), and other relevant Security Council resolutions, and, in particular, their relevant border control provisions;

Recognized also the need to step up national efforts and bilateral, subregional, regional and international cooperation to improve border controls in order to prevent and detect the movement of terrorists, as stipulated in Section II, paragraph 13 of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy;


Acknowledged the tangible challenges that some Member States of the United Nations face in implementing fully Security Council resolution 1373 (2001) in general, and border control and security in particular;

Noted the mandate of the Security Council the Counter-Terrorism Committee and its Executive Directorate in facilitating the provision of assistance to Member States in need of such assistance;


Noted the four previous special meetings of the Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee with international, regional and subregional organizations,  and reiterated the importance of the outcome of those meetings;


Underlined the importance of the active participation, cooperation and collaboration of all relevant international, regional and subregional organizations and bodies and United Nations bodies as a means to ensure the implementation of effective border control and security measures, with particular attention paid to strengthening the institutional structures of States in need of capacity building;

Emphasized that any measures taken to combat terrorism must comply with all obligations under international law, in particular international human rights, refugee and humanitarian law

 State their intention to work towards

1. Strengthening further their working relationships through increased interaction and communication in such areas as the latest developments in their programmes, initiatives and activities, proposed future strategies and direction and available resources;

2. Increasing the effectiveness of their efforts against terrorism by

· Share information, as appropriate with due regard to confidentiality of the information and the mandates, on matters related to border control and security by providing guidance material on regional policies, legal instruments, best practices, efforts as well as assessment and analyses of terrorist threats. Also, encourages Member States to share information related to their implementation of border security and control measures, including guidance material and analysis of their national policies, legislation, assessment and analyses of terrorist threat as well as their needs for improvement and on cooperation and technical assistance development and strategies. 

· Coordinating activities aimed at encouraging Member States to develop plans and strategies for the protection of their borders and to implement measures and standards to ensure the control and security of borders;

· With the consent of the State concerned, participating in Counter-Terrorism Committee visits, where possible and appropriate to provide expert assistance in addressing Member State’s needs in implementing provisions of Security Council resolution 1373 (2001) that are relevant to border controls and security; 

· Assisting Member States in developing border-related counter-terrorism regional and subregional strategies and policies;

· Encouraging regional and subregional organizations to create or strengthen counter-terrorism mechanisms or centres as part of the international efforts to enhance the fight against terrorism, as indicated in section II, paragraph 8 of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy;

3. Continuing to work with Member States to facilitate the implementation of the provisions of Security Council resolution 1373 (2001) and United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy that are relevant to the control and security of borders and adoption of pertinent legislative and administrative measures;

· Continuing to encourage Member States to provide information, grant access and make full use of INTERPOL’s communication and information tools such as the data base on stolen and lost travel documents, in an effort to secure international borders and prevent terrorist mobility;

· Continuing to work with Member States on the adoption and implementation of international standards and recommended practices to ensure aviation, maritime and cargo security as called for in relevant Security Council resolutions and in the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy;

· Continuing to work with Member States on the adoption and implementation of international standards to detect the physical cross-border transportation of currency and bearer negotiable instruments that support acts of terrorism; 

· Continuing to work with Member States on the adoption and implementation of international standards to combat illegal arms trafficking and to eliminate the supply of weapons to terrorists;

4. Continuing efforts to encourage Member States to become parties to the existing international and relevant regional counter-terrorism conventions and protocols and to put into place the required border control and security measures and assist them in implementing the relevant provisions in domestic laws and practices;

5. Continuing to work with Member States to identify shortfalls and challenges in their implementation of border security and counter-terrorism measures and the technical assistance required by Member States;

6. Continuing to facilitate the provision of technical and other assistance to Member States with their consent, recognizing that capacity-building is a core element in the fight against terrorism;

7. Continuing to build on the body of best practices and international codes and standards to ensure the control and security of borders in the broader counter-terrorism effort and promote broader application of these best practices, codes and standards;

8. Ensuring that any measure that is undertaken to enhance the control and security of borders must comply with international law, including the Charter of the United Nations, and relevant international conventions and protocols, in particular human rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian law.

9. Continuing to assist Member States in ensuring the preservation and integrity of the institution of asylum and the diligent implementation of its core principles when implementing the provisions of United Nations Security Council resolution 1373 (2001) and the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy that are relevant to the control and security of borders;

10. Continuing review of efforts to strengthen cooperation and coordination among international, regional and subregional organizations in combating terrorism at a future special meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Committee by, inter alia, conducting periodic stocktaking of progress and share results with all participants, including through the provision of updated information to the Counter-Terrorism Committee on the implementation of resolution 1373 (2001); and

11.  Underlining the importance of strengthening their cooperation with a view to further this plan of action

� Some regional and subregional organizations considered that in order to endorse to this Statement further consideration is required. 





