Background on

Agnes Pareyio

2005 United Nations in Kenya
Person of the Year

Far her outstanding contribution to the national efforts to eradicate
FGM and under-age marriage

Ms. Agnes Pareyio borm in Narok District. She has a iong history of sensitizing her
community on the need to cradicate FGC and carly marriage. In the 10805, she was the
Maendelco ya Wanawake Narok District Coordinator as well as a nominated councilor to the
Narok County Council. a position she still holds 1o date. She has heen invited by both
clectranic and print media houses 1o discuss her work.

Agnes is the conrdinator of Tasaru Ntamonok Imnative (TN, a Community Rased
Organization n Narok Districl, which facilitaies the design of sustainahle mechanisms for
climinating Female Genilal Cutling{FGC). provides rchabilitation for viclims ol FGC and
sensitizes and mobilizes religinus/community leaders 1o advocale for the elimination of FGC.
TNI also prametes the education of the girt child, basic repraductive heaith scrvices and
HIV/AIDS prevenlion campaign.

Agnes grealest contribution to her communily is (o save pirls escaping FGC and early marriage
in a communily where such practices are deep-rooted. One of the lates and saddest cascs ol
carly martiage is of a O-ycar-old girl to a 4S-ycar-old man. Agnes was tipped ahout the
wedding and alerted the Provincial Admimstration. who arrested the gird’s father soon afier the
wedding. The man has since then been prosceuted and jailed.

Tasaru Rescuc Center currently has over 40girls in primary and sccondary scheols. In
collaboration with the relevanl authorities, TNT reconciles the givls with their familics and
facilitales their re-integration into communitics. TNFE has so far reconciled 88 girls and
continues (o caler for their schoal Tees. She has initiated income generating aclivitics which
partly support the center.

Agnes has advocated for the Allernative Rites of Passage, and over 350 girls have graduated
from childhoad 1o womanhond with (he blessings [rom parents and clders. She has imtiated
income-generaling activitics, which partly support the center, She has also worked with
reformed circumeisess and has helped them (o join women groups.

Single handediy. Agnes has hrought the rescue cenler and the issucs on FGC and early
marriage to the attention of partners oulside Kenya. She made a presentation on FGC and carly
marriage in an internalional farum in September this year.

Iy selecting Agnes as the UN Person of the Year, LIN will reeognize her consistent and lruttful
endeavors lo end gender incquality,
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